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MTBE detections in ambient ground water 
and Community Water Supply Wells.

Wells: 4689
Detects: 370
Freq.: 7.9%



Methylmercury 
is prevalent in 
streams and 
fish in the 
southeast



DDT is highest in fish in the
Mississippi Embayment





Chloride 
concentrations 
relate strongly 
to impervious 
surfaces, 
snowmelt, and 
road-de-icing 



Arsenic in Ground Water in the U.S.

insufficient data

< 1                10-20

1-10 >20



Arsenic is naturally 
elevated in eastern 
New England



DDT is 
declining in 
the Yakima 
River Basin, 
central 
Washington



Nitrate is 
increasing in 
ground water 
used for 
domestic supply 
on the Delmarva 
Peninsula



Sediment Coring in Urban Lakes 
and Reservoirs to Quantify Trends

Provides immediate 
information about long-
term trends

Simultaneously 
evaluates many 
sediment bound 
contaminants



Lead Trends in Urban Lakes
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DDT:  A Regulatory Success Story
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Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)--
Rapid Increases in Urban Lakes
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Close Relationship Between 
PAHs and Traffic
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